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PUBLIC INTEREST PUBLICATION PROBES CONFLICT OF INTEREST ISSUE IN STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
The latest issue of California Regulatory Law Reporter, publication 
of the Center for Public Interest Law at the University of San Diego 
School of Law, features an examination of possible conflicts of interest 
at the California Department of Food and Agriculture. In an article by 
Bert Guerra, the author states that the department is responsible for the 
promotion and protection of agriculture and at the same time for the 
administration of California's pesticide regulatory program. According 
to Guerra, this is a conflict of interests. 
Guerra says there is growing concern over the use of chemical 
pesticides on the environment. Alternative pest control techniques have 
been developed that would reduce dependency on chemical pesticides, but 
they have not been implemented, Guerra asserts, even though California 
legislation and regulations designed to promote them exist. Guerra 
suggests that the first step toward reducing chemical use would be to take 
the regulatory authority out of the hands of the CDFA and place it with 
a more "environmentally sympathetic or neutral agency." The CDFA, he says, 
is required to promote and protect the agriculture industry, yet industry 
pressure "forces the CDFA to overlook longterm environmental concerns in 
( favor of short term economic interests. CDFA simply has not performed 
as an environmental pesticide regulator." 
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Guerra believes that the failure of the implementation of existing 
legislative policy to decrease chemical pest control dependence can also 
be attributed to an uninformed public. 11 Trade secret protection effectively 
prevents any information regarding manufacturing or quality control processes 
from being disclosed, which in turn, prevents any health and safety effects 
of products from being disclosed. 11 
The Reporter's cormientary section focuses on the Board of Landscape 
Architects, which had an expiration date of June 30, 1984. On March 1, 1983, 
the publicatirin states, the introduction of SB 744 deleted the expiration 
date, extending the life of the board indefinitely. On March 31, 1983, the 
legislative analyst submitted a report on the need for retraining the board, 
based on the 11 Sunset Review Report 11 submitted to it by the board in 
December, 1981. That report concluded that "expansion of the state's 
landscape architect regulatory program is neither necessary nor desireable, 11 
and that elimination of the program would not harm the public or the 
profession of landscape architect. The legislative analyst concluded that 
the regulation of the profession should not be re-enacted. However, says 
the article, SB 744 was passed by a unanimous Senate and Assembly. 
Other Commentary topics include the new Motor Vehicle Board, the 
State Board of Food and Agriculture, the Board of Chiropractic Examiners, 
the progress of UCAN, and trash hauling in California. 
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